
Associate Head of School 
Position Statement 



Kehillah Jewish High School is a close, inclusive community where students are inspired by one
another and an extraordinarily talented and dedicated faculty. Celebrating its twentieth
anniversary, the school is housed in a spacious, tall-ceilinged, and light-filled former office
building, with a beautifully designed, student-centered mix of classrooms, well-equipped labs,
cozy spaces for quiet study, and community spaces for social and programmatic gatherings.
Rooted in Jewish values, the school combines a college-preparatory independent school program
with the dynamic and unique culture of the contemporary Bay Area. Serving 215 students, the
program is a heady mix of academics, arts, and experiential learning, with a wellness and student-
support program to allow learners to be seen, heard, challenged, and supported. A joyfully Jewish
school, Kehillah is committed to diversity, equity, inclusion, and belonging, and embraces the
richness of diversity in religion, gender, race, culture, and sexual orientation. This is reflected in
the myriad identities of the student and faculty population. 
 
 
Kehillah is guided by their Four Commitments which summarize the school's ethos:

1. Everyone counts
2. Everyone has equal access to great learning
3. Everyone’s unique talents are valued equally
4. We take responsibility for ourselves, our learning, and our community
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The school seeks an Associate Head of School to begin on July 1st, 2023. The Associate Head will
manage the ambitious existing program and innovate and refine offerings for the future. The Associate
Head will work with Department Deans (Chairs) in overseeing curriculum and staff, as a thought partner
with the Head of School, and attend to the day-to-day management of a highly customized program. The
current Associate Head of School has built trust and support within the school community and sustained
the school through times of change and growth; her successor will need to systematize further and refine
academic operations (teacher evaluation, student support, schedule, curriculum review) and serve as a
thought-partner for the strategic initiatives and more outward-facing work of the Head of School.

Ensure the accomplishment of the school's mission, vision, values, and promise by providing
guidance, direction, and a team approach to all day-to-day, student-facing operations at the school.

Oversee and supervise a capable team of teaching and operational faculty, working with the Head of
School and Department Deans in the hiring, assigning, evaluation, and professional growth of the
academic team.

Participate in the ongoing conversation about the Jewish identity of the school, engaging with all
constituents to ensure that Jewish wisdom and values support the daily lives of the diverse array of
students who choose to join the Kehillah community.

Partner with learning support, counseling, experiential ed, and advisors to support the academic,
social, and emotional needs of students. Continually pursue effective ways to foster student health and
well-being.

Actively support the Director of Admissions in the recruitment and retention of mission-appropriate
students and families. Support the College Admissions team in a sound, individualized college search
and placement program.

Further develop and maintain effective, transparent, and timely channels of communication.

In partnership with Departmental Deans, regularly review, refine and update curriculum. Attend to
research about effective teaching and learning; articulate and clarify Kehillah’s pedagogy and
program.

Partner with the Head of School, stepping into her role when needed; serve as thought partner,
reflective listener, and provocative questioner.

Evaluate school systems to build efficiency and effectiveness.

 Review the schedule in order to increase classroom teaching time and streamline the flow of the
daily, weekly, monthly and yearly programming.

Innovate and envision ways in which Kehillah can be forward-thinking and bold. Stay abreast of local
and national programs of note; assure that Kehillah is using resources readily available in the
education-rich Bay Area.

 

THE POSITION

RESPONSIBILITIES



Kehillah is marked by its commitment to a student-centered academic program enhanced by a
variety of ways for students to find meaningful developmental connections to Jewish wisdom
and values. All members of the adult community at Kehillah are considered educators; the
school distinguishes only between “operational” and “teaching” faculty; all internalize the
shared venture of being part of a learning community. 

Many faculty members commute from long distances, and the challenges of Bay Area living
(expense, commute time) are concerns. Still, without exception, faculty articulate that
Kehillah’s dynamic community and tremendous culture of professionalism are compelling.
“We always lead with our hearts,” says one teacher, and “We are a ‘yes/and’ community…
sometimes to a fault…” says another. 

Kehillah most definitely nurtures a culture of kindness and warmth; faculty and students form
genuine relationships and consistent efforts are made to honor the individual strengths of all
members of the community, whether adult or adolescent. The central question of how
diversity and inclusion are defined at Kehillah surfaces as the school explores how Jewish
values are lived, honored, and celebrated throughout the school year and sustains its efforts to
increase the size of the student body by 20 to 30 students. 
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While the program is well established it is certainly open to innovation. The next academic
leader for Kehillah will endeavor to understand what is best about the program that has
developed while seeking ways to bring necessary improvements and efficiencies as Kehillah
moves into its next phase as a maturing independent school. 

In and out of the classroom, student voice, and learning through relationship (to the content,
personal goals, peers, and teachers) supports effective teaching and learning. Teachers
encourage students to debate and engage in critical dialogue to bring personalized
connections to the subject matter. Kehillah is known as a school where learning is co-
constructed and a balance is found between achievement, exploration, and wellbeing. 

The academic departments including English, History, Jewish Studies, Mathematics, Science,
Visual and Performing Arts, World Languages, combine with Physical Education and
Experiential Education to create a very full weekly schedule. In addition to these disciplines,
there are annual grade level trips to regional and international destinations. 

Kehillah has dual accreditation through CAIS/WASC and all courses are UC approved. 
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Engineering Arts: In its Engineering Arts program, an interdisciplinary offering through Math/Science,
Kehillah offers students Coding, Computer Science (including AP Computer Science), Engineering, and
Algorithm classes. Coursework in STEM assists students in developing critical skills to prepare them for
highly competitive college majors.

English: English classes develop critical thinking, writing, and communication skills using literary texts.
Teachers use discussion to engage students with the texts they read, and students then respond to text in a
variety of different writing assignments. By the end of a student’s time at Kehillah they will have worked on
their persuasive, analytical, and creative writing skills. Revision is just as important as the initial writing
assignment, and students learn how to improve the clarity and fluidity of their writing.
 
History: The History Department has a strong focus on critical thinking. Teachers strengthen the skill of
document analysis with a particular focus on perspective. Students practice cross-cultural comparisons,
historical contextualization, cause and effect, and periodization through various activities and assignments. It
is the goal of the History Department that students are able to construct their understanding not only of the
past but of the historical context of their present and future as well.

Jewish Studies: Students at Kehillah are exposed to the 3,000 years of Jewish tradition combined with
modern pedagogy in Kehillah’s Jewish Studies program. A creative variety of classes engage students in
intellectual, academic, spiritual, and social ways, preparing students to become thoughtful, contributing
citizens of Jewish communities and the world. Jewish Studies courses are required for all four years.



Math: Mathematics faculty teach the concepts behind math topics with both hands-on activities and formal
instruction. Students use critical thinking to master problem solving techniques and are called on to explain
how they solved a problem and to justify their approach. Teachers emphasize creative strategies, logic,
synthesis, and analysis.

Science: Students work on both analytical and computational problems as well as inquiry-based lab work in
Kehillah’s science classes. Critical thinking is consistently emphasized as the basis for the scientific method.
Faculty challenge students to develop their own methods to answer real-world questions and to present their
findings to the community. 
 
Visual and Performing Arts: Students are required to take one year of visual or performing arts, but they can
take more classes as electives. The classes are designed to develop a lifelong love of the arts and creative
expression. They emphasize hands-on learning and faculty tailor the classes to individual needs. Kehillah has a
professional-grade Black Box theater, recording studio, and digital arts lab.

World Languages: Students are required to take two consecutive years of a foreign language, and three years
or more is strongly encouraged. Kehillah offers courses in Hebrew, French, Spanish, Mandarin and Latin.
Students receive a solid foundation in the grammar and syntax of a language and engage in activities such as
presentations, skits, reading newspapers in their target language, and working with interactive online
resources. Students also learn about the culture and history of the different communities that speak each
language.



Advisory Program: The Kehillah Advisory Program provides students with a supportive environment that
contributes to their academic development as well as their social and emotional well-being. Each advisory
group has a small number of students from the same grade and a faculty member. Typically, these groups
remain together for all four years, which strengthens their bond and creates a strong support system for
students. Advisors communicate with their advisee's teachers and parents.
 
Student Support: Kehillah’s Learning Center is designed to create a supportive academic environment for all
students. Learning Specialists work with students to help them leverage their strengths, develop strategies to
tackle their challenges, and collaborates with teachers to create effective contexts for learning
 
Senior Project: Before graduation, seniors explore future career interests in the professional world through
their Senior Projects. The Senior Project is designed to deepen students’ intellectual, social, and moral
interests in a professional setting. Kehillah assists students in finding internships or service-learning projects
and students complete coursework similar to a capstone course. At the end of the month-long internship,
students give a presentation on what they learned from their placement
 
Athletics: Kehillah’s Athletics program is open to all students and focuses on providing them with
opportunities to develop both physically and mentally in a team environment. There are no cuts in the
Athletics program at Kehillah and coaches work to create a welcoming atmosphere for all students who
participate. Kehillah student-athletes develop a sense of belonging, direction, and confidence. The Kehillah
Rams compete in soccer, volleyball, basketball, baseball, tennis, cross-country, golf, and swimming. The
school shares a campus with the Oshman Family JCC, located across the street, which allows student-athletes
access to a state-of-the-art pool, gym, and gymnasium.



Unwavering work ethic
Trust builder/Integrity
Gravitas
Grounded
Solution-focused
Willing to make difficult decisions in service of the school
Creative and innovative
Commitment to diversity, inclusion, equity, and belonging

In addition to demonstrated leadership experience, successful applicants for the Kehillah Associate Head of
School position will embody these personal qualities:  

    
 
Applications for Kehillah’s Associate Head of School are currently being accepted and reviewed. The
deadline for completed applications is February 17th, 2023. Consultant interviews will be conducted by
Zoom or in person during the months of January and February.  Those selected as semi-finalists and finalists
will be interviewed in person (health directives permitting) in late February and the first two weeks of March.
All applications should be made on the RG175 website at https://rg175.com/candidate/signup
 
Applications include:
• Cover Letter
• Resume
• Personal Statement
• Five references with contact information (Note: References will not be contacted without prior notice.)
 
For more information, please contact: Catherine Hunter (cshunter33@gmail.com, 510-504-8036)

Employment Non-Discrimination Policy:
Kehillah Jewish High School is an Equal Opportunity Employer. All qualified applicants for employment and employees are provided equal employment
opportunities, including in recruitment, hiring, and assignment, without regard to actual or perceived race, color, religion or belief, national, social or ethnic
origin, sex (including pregnancy), age, physical or sensory disability, HIV Status, sexual orientation, gender identity and/or expression, marital, civil union or
domestic partnership status, past or present military service, ancestry, or any other status protected by federal, state, or local laws or regulations. Kehillah
expressly prohibits any form of unlawful employee or student discrimination or harassment. All employment decisions at Kehillah are based on business needs, job
requirements and individual qualifications.

HOW TO APPLY


